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were coming to Alcuin from the king and other
friends, while they were yet a long way off, he
would tell of their coming and of the cause of their
coming, what they brought with them, what they
wished to take back.    Certain disciples, when they
heard him speak thus,, set it down to the folly of
an old man, till it was proved to be true.   Benedict ly
the man of the Lord, who beyond all monks was
bound in intimacy with Aleuin, used often to come
to him from the parts of Gothia, to obtain advice
for himself and his monks. On one occasion Benedict
wished to come secretly, unknown to any one at
Tours, so that Alcuin should not know till he stood
in the doorway.   When he was by no means near
Tours, Albinus summoned an attendant, and said
to him,e Hasten to meet Benedict in such and such
a place, and tell him to come to me quickly/    The
messenger did as he was told, and on the third day
arrived  at  the  place, found Benedict there, and
delivered his message.    Astonished that his plan
was  discovered, Benedict went with all haste to
Tours. "When they had joyously kissed one another,
Benedict, the reverend father, began suppliantly,
(Lord father, who foretold to thee my arrival ?'
He answered,{No man told me by word of mouth.1
Benedict asked again, c Who then, my lord ?   Per-
haps thou hast heard in a letter from some one ? *
He replied, ' Of a truth, not in a letter.'    Again

1 This was Benedict, the Abbat of Aniane in Languedoc.
That region is here spoken of as Gothia, because the G-oths
had settled about Toulouse in the fifth century. The fact
that Benedict used often to come to consult Alcuin is an
interesting illustration of the disregard of distance in those
days. As the crows fly, Toulouse is some 270 miles from
Tours, and the journey was a long and arduous one.